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Te EARL of 
Sunderlands Letter 
Toi FRIEND is LONDON: 


Plainly diſcovering the Deſigns of the Romiſh Party, 
andothers, for the Subverting of the Proteſtant Re- 
Aion, and the Laws of the Kingdom, | 


Licenſed and Entred, N ad 23d. 1689. 


* 


T comply with what you deſire, I will explain ſome things which we talked of 


hefore I left England. I have been in a flation of great Nile, without power 
or Advantage whilft T wasinit, and to my Ruine now | am out of it, 1 
know I cannot juſtifie my ſelf by ſaying, though ir is true, that I thought to 
have prevented much miſchief; for when I found that I could not, 1ought to have 
uitted the ſervice : Neither is it an excuſe that have got none of thoſe things which u- 
fually engage Men in publick Affairs: My Quality is the ame it ever was, and my Eſiate 
much worſe, even ruin'd, though I was born to a very conſiderable one, which l am a- 
ſhamed to have ſpoiled, though not ſo much as If I had encreaſed it by indi:e& means. But 
to go on to what you expect; Thepretence toa Dilpenling Power being not only the fi ſt 
thing, which was much diſliked fince the Death of the late King, but the foundation of ail 
the reft, I ought to begin with that, which I had ſo little to do with, that I never heaid 
it ſpoken of till the time of Monmonths Rebellion, that the King told ſome of the Coun. 
cil, of which I was one, that he was reſolved to give Employments to Roman Cacho- 
licks, it being fic that all perſons ſhould ſer ve who could be uſeſul, and on whom be 
might depend. 1 think every body adviſed him againſt it, but with little effect, as was 
ſoon ſeen 2 that Party was ſo Pleaſed with what the King had done, that they perſaaded 
him comentian it in his Speech at the next meeting of the Parliament, which he did, af- 
ter many Debates whether it was proper or not, in all which I oppoſed it 26 is knuwn 
to very conſiderable Perſons, ſome of which were of another opinion; for I thought ic 
would engage the King too far, and it did give ſuch offence to the Parliament, that it 
was thought neceſſary to prorogue it, Aſter which the King fell immediately to the (up- 
porting the Diſpenſing power, the moſt chimerical thing that was ever thought of, and 
muſt be ſo till the Government here is as abſolute as in Turkey , all power heing included 
in that one; This is the ſenſe I ever had of it, and when I heard Lawyers def nd it, 1 
never changed my opinion or language; however ir went on, moſt of the Judges being 
for it, and was the chief buſineſs of the State, till it was looked on as lettled. Thea the 
Eccleſiaftical Court was ſet up, in which there being ſo many conſiderable Men oi teveral- 
kinds, I could have but a (mal part; and that aſter Lawyers had told the King it was le 
gal, and nothing like the high Commiſſion Court, Jcan moſt truly lay, andit is wel 


known that for a good while Ideſended Magdalen College purely by care and induſtry, 
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and have hundreds oſ times begg'dofthe King never to grant Mandates, or te change ahy 
thiog in the regular courſe of Ecclefiaftical Affairs, which he of ten thought reaſonable, 


and chen by perpetusl importunities was prevailed upon zgrinft tis own fenſe, which war 


the very Caſe of Magdalen College, a lome o | 
| Theſe things which Iætdeavoued, "llbugh wit Si tew upon me the anger 
and ill · will of many about the King. He nexechbingto be we was to take off the Pe- 
nal Laws, and che Teſts, ſo many having promiſed their concurrence towards it, that 
his Majeſty thought it Jegble but be ſoomfound it was notto be done BY that Parliament, 
which made all the Cathalicks defireic ode 0 whirk L was ſo much apaioft, 
that they complained of me to the King, 4 4 Man who ruined af H¹ Degus, by oppoſing 
the only thing could carry him on; Liberty of Conſcience being the Foundation on 
which · ke vv us to build. That. it was firſt offered at bx the Lord Clifford, who by it had 
done the work, evenintheLate: King's Time, i it. badjnpt bernifon bÞ wakneps, and fie 
weakneſs of his Minifter:: Yer F hiadred the Diſfolution men by teiliog the King 
that the Parliament inBeing would do every thing he could defire, but the taking off thePenal 
Laws and the Tefts, or the allowing his Diſpenſing Powes, ; and that any other Parliamanty 
though ſach a one could be had as was propoſed, woyle-probably never” Rape thok 
Laws; and if they did, they would cerminly never Co 
Government, whatever exigency it might be in. At that time the King of Spa was 
fick, upon which I ſaĩd oſten to the King, that if y ſhould. dye, it wouldheanpylible 
for his Majeſty to preſerve the Peace of Chriſtendom; that a War muſt be expected, and 
ſach a one as would chiefly concern England; that if the Preſent Parliament continued, he 
might be ſure of all the help md Service he could wiſhz but in caſe he diflolv'd.jr, he muſt 
give over all thoughts of Foreign-Aﬀairs, for no other would ever aſſiſi ba, hut on ſuch 
terms as would ruine the Monarchy; fo that from abroad, or at home, he would be de- 
ſtroy'd, if che Parliament were Broken, and wy accident ſhould happen, of whict'rhere 
were many, to make the aid of his People neceſſary to him. This and much mare I ſaid 
to bim ſeveral times privately, and in the hearing of others; but being over · phmr d. 
the Parliament was broke, the Eloſeting went on, id a new one w to br. choſen, ho 
was to get by Cloſeting, I need not ſay; but it was certainly nat Ty nor any of wy Frivads; 
many of them ſuffered, who I would fain have ſa ved; and yet I mult confeſſe with grief, 
that when the King was reſolved, and there was no remedy, I did not quit, a5 I dugh 
to have done, but ſerved on in order to the calling another Parliament. Ia the mjd& o* 
all che preparations for it, and whilſt the Corporations were Regulating , King 
thought fie to order his Declarations to be Read in all Churches, of which I ſolemns 
ly prote, I never heard one Word, till che King directed it in Council, that drew on the 
etition of my Lord the Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, and the other Lords the Biſhops, 
and their Proſecution which 7 was lo openly againtt, that by arguing continually toſhew 
the Iniuſtice and the Imprudecce of it, Tbrought the fury of the Roman Catbolicks * 
me to ſuch a Degree, and ſo unanimouſly that I was juſt finkingz and I wiſh that I had they 
ſunk, but whatever I did fooliſhly to preſerve my ſelf, I continued till to be the Obje& of 
their hatred, and I reſolv'd tolerve the Publick, as well as I could, which Jam ſure 
moſt of the conſiderable Proteſtants then at Court canteftifie 3 and ſo can one very Emi. 
nent Man of the Country, whom I would have perſwaded to come into buſineſs, which 
might have done, to have helped me to reſiſt the violence of thole in power: but he deſpair- 
ed oi being able to do any good, c therefore would not engage. Some time after came the 
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| ficſt news oſ the Princeꝰi deſigus, which were not then looked on as they have proved, no body 
ſoreſeeing the Miracles he has done by his wonderful Prudence, Conduct, and Courage; for 


the great eſt thing which has been undertaken theſe thouſand years, or perhaps ever, could 
not be affected without Vertues hardly to be imagined till ſeen nearer hand. Upon the 
firſt thought of his coming I laid hold of the opportunity to preſs the King to do ſevetal 
things which I would have had done ſooner; the chief of which were, to reftore Magdalen 
College, and all other Eccleſiaſtical Preferments, which bad been diverted from what they 
were intended for, to take off my Lord Biſhop of London's Suſpenſion, to put the Counties 
into the hands they were in ſome time beſore, to annul the Ecclefiaſtics! Court, and to 


. reſtore entirely all the Corporations of Fngland : Theſe things were done efteQually, by 


the help of ſome about the King; and it was then thought 7 had deſtroyed my ſelſ, by en- 


raging again the whole Rowan Catholick Party, to ſuch a height as had not been — 
they 
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any thing fos che ſoppoct,- a the 
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2 br ie every day ole King thus hin bias. th L ined 
| W | bb mike eful Conc ln | Fark, ce nds 
pg the chief & the dffaffeRted Nobility and Gentry , which w a5, 
drein aß the Prince's NMerfures; and by adVifiog his bo. call « 
free Praliament 5 and to depend upon that, ratber than upon Foreign afliſtance. 
It is true, I did give him thoſe Councils which were called weak to the laſt mc» 
ment he ſuffered me in his Service; then I was .accuſed of holding Correſpon- 
dence with the Prince, and it was every where ſaid amongſt them, that no bet- 
ter could be expected from a man ſo related as I was to the Bedf:rd & Licefter families, & 
ſa allied to Duc Hamilton, and the Marquels of Halifax, Aker this frccafarions of high 
Treaſon were brought againſt me, which with ſome other Reaſons relating to Affairs 2 
broad, drew the King Dupleaſure upon mei for as to: ture me ont of all without an 
Conſideration, and I thought I eſcaped well, expeRtiog nothing leſs than the loſs 
of my Head, as my Lord Middleton can tell, and | believe none about the Court thoughe 
other wiſe; nor bad it been otherwiſe, if my Diſgrace had been deferred a day longer; 
all things being prepared for it, I = put out the 27th of Odober, the Roman Catho» 
licks having been two months working the King up to it without Intermiſſioo, beſides the 


ſeveral Attacks they had made upon me before, and the unuſual Aſſiſtance, they obtained 


to do what they thought ſo neceſſary for the carrying on their Affairs, of which they ne. 
ver had greater hope than at that time, as may be remembred by avy who were then in Lon- 
don. But you deſired I would ſay ſomething to you of Ireland, which I will do in very few 
words, but exactly true. | 

My Lord Tyrconnel has been ſo abſolute there, that I never had the Credit to make an 
Enfign, or keep one in, nor to preſerve ſome of my Friends, for whom I was mach concerned 


from the laſt Oppreſſion and injuftice,though 1endeayoured it to the utmoſt of my Power; 


but yet with Care and Diligence, being upon the place, and he abſent , I diverted the 
calling a Parliament there, which was defigned to alter the Acts of Settlement Chicf 
Juſtice Nugent, and Baron Rice, were ſent over with a draught of an Act for that purpoſe, 
furniſhed with all the preſſing Arguments could be thought on to perſwade the King, and 
I was offered forty thoufand pounds for my Concurrence, which I told to the King, and 
ſhewed him at the ſa ne time the injuſtice of what was propoſed to him, and the prejudice 
ic would be to that Country, with ſo good ſucceſs, that he reſolved not to think of it 
chat year, aud perhaps never: This I was helped in by ſome Friends, particularly my 
Lord Godolphin, who knows it to be true, and ſo do the Judges before named, and ſeveral 
others. ; | 

I cannot omit faying ſomething of FRANCE, there having been ſo much talk of a 
Leagne between the to Kings, I do proteſt I never knew of any; and if there were ſuch 
thing, it was cairied on by other fort of men laſt Summer, Indeed French Ships 
were offered to joyn with dur Fleer, and they were reiuſed ; fince the noiſe of the Prin- 
ce's Delign more Ships were offered, and it was agreed how they ſhould be commanded if 
ever deſired. I oppoſed to death the accepting of them, as well as any aſſiſtence cf men 
and can fay moſt rruly , that I was the principal means of hindering both, by the help of 
ſome Lords, with whom I conſulted every day, and they with me z to prevent what we 
thought would be of great prejudice, if not ruinous to the Nation. Jf the Report is 


due, of Men, Ships, and Money, intended lately for England out of France, it was "greed 


upon ſince I was out Of bu ſineſs. or without my knowledge; If it had been otherwiſe, 
] believe no body thinks my Diſgrace would have happened: My greateſt Miſt ortune has 
been to be thought the Promoter of thoſe things 7 oppoſed and detaſted, whilt ſome 
I could name have been the /nventors & Contrivers of what they have had the art to ſay 
upon others; and I was often fooliſhly Willing to bear what my Maſter would have done, 
though I uſed all poſſible Endeavours againſt it. I lie under many other Miſſortunes 
and afflictions extream heavy, but I bope they have brought me to refle& on the occafion 
of them, the looſe, negligent, unt hinking Life I ha ve bitherto led, having been per pe- 
tually hurried away from all good Thoughts by Pleaſures, Idleneſs, the Vanity of the 
Court, or by buſineſs: Thope, Iſay, that Iſhall overcome all the Diſorders my former 
Life had brought upon me, and that I ſhall ſpend the remaining part of it in begging of 
almighty God, that he will pleaſe either to put an end to my Sufferings, or to give me 
ſtrength to bear them; one of which he will certainly grant to ſuch as relie on him, which 
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I hope I do, with the ſubmiſſion that becomes a good Chriſtian; I would elarge an this 
Sub ject, but that I ſear you might think ſomething elſe to be the resſon of it, befides a 
true ſenſe of my fanits, and that obliges me to refirain my ſelf at preſent, I believe you 
will repant in having engaged me to give you this Account, but I cannot the doing what 
yon deſire of me. N wm | _ FOES 
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